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Last month, New York State’s Ulster County launched a new crime-fighting program—
those who come to the county social services department seeking welfare benefits
must undergo an on-the-spot background check for outstanding arrest warrants. “It’s
a great tool for us,” county sheriff Paul VanBlarcum told a local paper. “This is either
going to stop you from getting free benefits, or you’re going to clear up your stuff.”

But Christina, a single mother who works as a home health aide and uses food stamps,
pointed out to a reporter that warrant checks aren’t required in other county
buildings like the Department of Motor Vehicles. Actually, one other facility does
mandate them-the county jail.

Advocates for the poor in communities around the country are asking questions about
the increasing use of background checks and intrusive searches of those applying for
public assistance. And organizations like the ACLU are fighting back with lawsuits.

U.S. spending on social programs—20 percent of GDP last year—has long been lower
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than that of comparable rich economies like France (33 percent), Denmark (31
percent), or Germany (26 percent). But since U.S. passage of welfare reform in 1996,

states and localities have shown increasing interest in spending additional money to Anastasia Taylor-Lind: Fighters and

.. . mourners of the Ukrainian revolution
scrutinize the character and deservingness of poor people who apply for government

assistance.

San Diego County has been the pioneer in subjecting the poor to extra attention.
Starting in 1997, the county began requiring that all families applying for welfare
submit to warrantless, suspicionless, and unannounced home searches and
interrogations by county District Attorney investigators.

The Public Interest Law Project, a legal assistance nonprofit, has compiled stories
about some of those searches. An investigator told one woman that she was failing to
report income because the boots in her home were “work boots.” Other families have
been denied assistance when investigators pointed to an extra toothbrush or boxer
shorts as evidence of fraud. The county denied one newly homeless family who had
just fled from domestic violence because they couldn’t prove they weren’t still living
in the home they’d fled in haste—they didn’t have enough belongings in the home of
the relative with whom they were temporarily staying.

Arizona became the first state to implement a drug testing program for welfare
recipients in 2009. Florida followed suit in 2011, with Governor Rick Scott
implementing a drug-testing requirement that he promised would save the state
money by disqualifying drug users. Seven other states have instituted similar drug-
testing regimes. And in 2012, Congress and the President expanded drug testing to
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avoid prosecution from receiving government checks.

But while legislators tout the worth of such programs in saving their governments
money, it’s not clear they always do. Arizona’s drug-testing program conducted 87,000
drug tests on applicants from 2009 to 2012. But only one applicant tested positive,
saving the state $560. An analysis of Florida’s program by the New York Times found
that fewer than 3 percent of applicants tested positive and that the program actually
cost the state at least $45,000, not including administrative, staff, and, litigation costs.

Civil liberties groups have been fighting back, with mixed success. The ACLU sued

San Diego County over its program on 4™ Amendment grounds, which protect against
unreasonable searches and seizures. But the three-judge panel of the U.S. 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals, in a bitter split decision in 2007, concluded that welfare home visits

don’t qualify as searches within the meaning of the 4™ amendment. Eight other 9

Circuit judges filed an additional dissent, arguing unsuccessfully for a reconsideration.

But last year, the ACLU won a suit against Florida over its drug-testing regime-a
federal district court ruled that the law did violate the 4th Amendment.

It remains for the Supreme Court to settle differences among lower courts over the
issue.

One of the dissenting 9th Circuit judges in the San Diego case seemed to suggest an
argument that might work should a related case make it to the High Court. “The
government does not search through the closets and medicine cabinets of farmers
receiving subsidies,” Judge Harry Pregerson wrote. “They do not dig through the
laundry baskets and garbage pails of real estate developers or radio broadcasters.” It’s
only the poor, he wrote, who must “’give up their rights of privacy in exchange for
essential public assistance.”

Chawa thic.
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was outraged. News and social media
told us so in such headlines as “Brunei
adopts sharia law amid international
outcry” and “Ellen DeGeneres backs
boycott of Brunei-owned hotels over
‘stone the [...]

PREVIOUS TOP STORIES

Will strife in Pakistan lead to an
Egypt-like revolution

Can states be pro-business while
taking care of their most vulnerable

o) ol=igilal o)\ sl A MEIRIORY/EIES [o]gf  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com



http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/10/can-states-be-pro-business-while-taking-care-of-their-most-vulnerable/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/11/will-strife-in-pakistan-lead-to-an-egypt-like-revolution/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/10/18/commentary-bandwagon-outrage-over-bruneis-strict-islamic-criminal-code-all-but-gone/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/10/18/commentary-bandwagon-outrage-over-bruneis-strict-islamic-criminal-code-all-but-gone/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2ftheweeklyleaf.com%2f2014%2f11%2f07%2fdo-the-poor-deserve-more-scrutiny-than-other-government-beneficiaries%2f&id=ma-150109160915-4fa51b15
http://pdfcrowd.com

The excessive time Millenials spend
on cell phones

NATO approves new force to counter
future Russian aggression

The cause of those horrific highway
truck crashes

When ‘bad cops’ get new jobs

Scottish business leaders still
divided on economics of
independence

Study identifies another approach to
cutting gun deaths

China executes eight for ‘terrorist’
attacks in latest crackdown on ethnic
unrest in Xinjiang

Pressure mounts for US to attack
ISIS ‘sanctuary’ in Syria

ADA lawsuits: A case study in lack of
governance

The fight against Boko Haram: Has
the world forgotten “our girls”?

ISIS and mass female genital
mutilation

Hobby Lobby ruling prompts
satanists to seek religious exemption

0)0l=n 1at 010 ii=) f MEIRIORVETE(61aN  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com



http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/07/30/hobby-lobby-ruling-prompts-satanists-to-seek-religious-exemption-from-anti-abortion-law/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/07/30/isis-did-not-order-mass-female-genital-mutilation/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/22/the-fight-against-boko-haram-has-the-world-forgotten-our-girls/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/23/ada-lawsuits-a-case-study-in-lack-of-governance/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/23/pressure-mounts-for-us-to-attack-isis-sanctuary-in-syria/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/26/china-executes-eight-for-terrorist-attacks-in-latest-crackdown-on-ethnic-unrest-in-xinjiang/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/27/study-identifies-another-approach-to-cutting-gun-deaths/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/28/scottish-business-leaders-still-divided-on-economics-of-independence/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/01/when-bad-cops-get-new-jobs/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/02/the-cause-of-those-horrific-highway-truck-crashes-isnt-always-what-you-think/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/05/nato-approves-new-force-to-counter-future-russian-aggression-as-ceasefire-takes-hold-in-ukraine/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/08/the-excessive-time-millenials-spend-on-cell-phones-may-be-reflecting-a-scary-reality/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2ftheweeklyleaf.com%2f2014%2f11%2f07%2fdo-the-poor-deserve-more-scrutiny-than-other-government-beneficiaries%2f&id=ma-150109160915-4fa51b15
http://pdfcrowd.com

The Eric Cantor loss — voting and
not voting really matters

Book recommendation: Political
Order and Political Decay
g Al Amazon

From THE 1 :
10 THE GLOBALIZATION

Amazon

| 1he week
[} Politics
Bl Went Tabloid

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0307273385/ref=s9_hps_bw_g14_i4?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=merchandised-search-2&pf_rd_r=0WYAW8PKZWED7GYQEYJ2&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=1934567602&pf_rd_i=4919321011
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/09/30/book-recommendation-strange-stones/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0374227357/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_dp_ss_1?pf_rd_p=1944687582&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=0374533229&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=1PFPGNF3VCT1M0BSP5E1
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/10/10/book-recommendation-money-and-tough-love/
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/06/11/erik-kantor-loss-a-lesson-in-participatory-democracy/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2ftheweeklyleaf.com%2f2014%2f11%2f07%2fdo-the-poor-deserve-more-scrutiny-than-other-government-beneficiaries%2f&id=ma-150109160915-4fa51b15
http://pdfcrowd.com

Terms of use — © Copyright, The
Weekly Leaf 2014. All
Rights Reserved

TERMS OF SERVICE Effective August
11, 2014 A. About Us. Welcome to
the theweekyleaf.com blog (the
“Website”). The Weekly Leaf LLC
(“TWL”, “us”, “we”, or “our”) is the
owner and operator of the Website.
The Website is an aggregator of news
from TWL-owned resources and Third
Party Content (defined below) as well
asal...]

RETU

Follow “THE
WEEKLY LEAE”

Get every new post delivered to
your Inbox.

Join 351 other followers

Enter your email address

o) ol=igilal o)\ sl A MEIRIORY/EIES [o]gf  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com



javascript:void(0)
https://wordpress.com/themes/modern-news/
https://wordpress.com/?ref=footer_blog
http://theweeklyleaf.com/2014/08/11/terms-of-use/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2ftheweeklyleaf.com%2f2014%2f11%2f07%2fdo-the-poor-deserve-more-scrutiny-than-other-government-beneficiaries%2f&id=ma-150109160915-4fa51b15
http://pdfcrowd.com

